Are there any aquatic macrophytes in Finland?
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Introduction
River basin planning has already long traditions in water pollution control terminology. Terms like Integrated Macrophyte Management (IMM) and several others even more sophisticated ones have generally been applied. A new, practical, whole Europe approach has been adopted in the Water Framework Directive (WFD). According to the WFD all European river basins should be covered by significant amounts of macrophytes with ultimate goal to reach good aquatic macrophyte stands in all water bodies before year 2015. Baltic Sea is one of the most fragile marine areas in Europe with very sensitive brackish water oriented flora and fauna. It has been suffering of heavy eutrophication and enrichment of some harmful substances. In such a region one of the most important ways to reduce these harmful environmental impacts is proper macrophyte planning. According to the objectives of the WFD, this includes wide basic data collection in water body status assessment and planning different kinds of macrophyte planting measures for river basin management. This requires significant efforts in all the EU member states although there are hardly any macrophytes in Finnish water bodies. 
International legislation and aquatic plant management at regional scale
In addition to national legislation, there are more than 30 European directives and other international conventions related to aquatic macrophytes (Heikkinen et al. 2006). The review showed that some directives, like the WFD, were contradicting with the other directives, like the one concerning renewable energy sources, which promotes development of hydropower with significant degradation of environments. In general, most of the member states surrounding the Baltic Sea are fully implementing the goals of the WFD in their national legislation. Aquatic macrophyte basin districts are established and authorities formed to apply the WFD (Hellsten 2001). On the other hand, there is, however, no clear picture how the programmes of measures are going to be realised in order to reach the good ecological status of the watercourses.
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